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SUMM&HT 

Production  of  eggs,  broilers,  and  turkeys  in  19^7  is  likely  to  exceed 
the  record  levels  being  established  for  these  commodities  in  19^6.    With  the 
possible  exception  of  broilers,  pirices  for  these  commodities  are  likely  to 
average  a  little  lower  in  1957  than  in  19^. 

Average  egg  prices  received  by  farmers  in  the  next  month  or  two  are 
Ij.kely  to  be  lower  than  in  September  and  October  ^iien  they  averaged  38*-  cents 
per  dozen.    Thus  the  level  at  the  beginning  of  19^7  will  be  substantially 
below  the  raid-January  19?6  farmers'  price  of  U6.6  cents  per  dozen.  The 
generally  downward  trend  of  egg  prices  until  spring  ma^  be  interinipted  dtLrijig 
and  after  periods  of  severe  winter  weather,  but  it  will  nevertheless  likely 
lead  into  a  springtime  average  price  lo"vrer  than  that  received  by  farmers  in 
April-June  19^6,  >4iich  averaged  37. U  cents  per  dozen.    Egg  production  from  the 
present  time  to  mid-1957  will  be  from  a  flock  about  as  large  as  a  year  earlier 
and  one  that  probably  will  be  producing  at  a  higher  rate  per  bird.    The  number 
of  potential  layers  on  November  1  was  1  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 

Chickens  raised  next  spring  probably  will  be  almost  as  many  as  in  19^6} 
egg  supplies  and  also  prices  in  the  fall  of  1957  are  likely  to  be  about  at  the 
1956  level  for  the  corresponding  months.    For  1957  as  a  idiole,  egg  prices  are 
likely  to  average  slightly  below  the  38  cent  average  price  per  dozen  expected 
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for  19^6,  The  trend  toward  more  specialization  in  egg  production  tends  to 
reduce  shifting  to  other  farm  enterprises  and  thus  tends  to  keep  up  layijig 
flock  replaceiaenb  even  \*ien  egg  prices  are  unsatisfactory  to  producers, 

Althou^  broiler  output  in  19^7  promises  to  be  higlier  than  in  19^6, 
prices  in  19^7  msy  rise  slightly  above  tiiose  of  the  last  few  months.    The  prin- 
cipal basis  for  expecting  continued  record-large  broiler  production,  despite 
relatively  low  prices,  is  the  widespread  practice  of  "financing"  and  "vertical 
integration, "   When  farmers  are  "financed,"  their  risk  of  out-of-pocket  loss 
from  the  enterprise  is  reduced  or  eliminated,    "Vertical  integration"  is  a 
form  of  organization  that  provides  coordinated  control  of  a  broiler  operation 
from  hatching  to  distribution  of  finished  birds, 

Turkey  prices  through  late  summer  1957  probably  will  remain  sharply 
lower  than  a  year  earlier.    In  inid-October  19^6,  the  U,  S,  average  price 
received  by  farmers  was  2^,8  cents  per  pound  con^ared  with  31,2  cents  a  year 
earlier.    After  late  summer  of  19^7,  however,  turkey  prices  may  almost  equal 
the  corresponding  monthly  prices  of  19^6,    (Prices  declined  in  late  19^,) 

Farmers  holding  turkey  breeder  hens  of  the  heavy  types  reported  inten- 
tions to  keep  l6  percent  more  such  birds  on  January  1,  1957,  than  a  year 
earlier.    Even  if  temr)ered  ccnsiderably,  these  intentions  indicate  a  larger 
supply  of  hatching  eggs  and  of  poults  in  1957  than  in  1956.    Turkey  raising 
also  is  encouraged  by  financing,  tending  to  sustain  output  above  levels  that 
would  be  supported  ty  farmers'  other  credit  resources.    A  larger  proportion  of 
the  crop  than  in  1956  vrill  be  hea^;y-breed  turkeys,  particularly  ■white-feathered 
heavy  breeds. 

Total  value  of  farmers'  sales  of  all  poultry  products  combined  may  be 
a  little  higher  than  the  $3,2  billion  estimated  for  1956  because  increases  in 
volume  and  in  broiler  prices  may  more  than  offset  the  lower  prices  for  eggs 
and  turkeys, 

1957  OUTLOOK 

Background 

Prices  of  eggs,  broilers,  and  turkeys  in  the  fall  of 
1956  reflect  the  record  large  output  of  each  of  these  commodities 
currently  and  the  prospect  for  continued  large  supplies  in  the 
months  immediately  ahead.    Feed  prices  at  the  beginning  of  1956 
were  lower  than  a  year  earlier,  but  rose  during  the  spring  and  in 
mid-October  were  at  higher  levels  than  last  year  at  that  time. 
The  Department  of  Agriculture  began  b\:ying  medium  size  eggs  and 
frozen  turkeys  in  late  September,  consigning  the  diverted  surplus 
to  School  Lunches  and  other  outlets. 
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Bgg  Output  In  1957  Likely 
Record  'by  Sinftll  ifeirgiji 

Egg  produotion  on  farms  In  1957  is  likely  to  exceed  slightly  the 
record  output  of  169  million  oases  expected  in  1956~the  margin   might  be 
almost  2  percent.    In  the  first  half  of  1957,  output  -will  be  from  a  flock 
almost  the  same  as  a  year  earlier,  vrlth  per-bird  rates  of  lay  for  the 
period  probably  exceeding  the  record  of  1956.     In  the  second  half  of  the  year, 
the  flock  may  be  smaller  than  during  the  same  months  of  1956  because  of  a 
possible  reduction  in  number  of  replacement  chickens  to  be  raised.  The 
usual  year-to-year  inoroases  in  rate  of  lay,  however,  are  likely  to  offset 
oonsidertibly,  and  perhaps  completely,  the  effects  of  smaller  flock  size,  with 
the  result  that  egg  supplies  will  continue  large  throughout  the  year. 

Annual  rate  of  egg  produotion  per  layer  in  recent  years  has  moved  up- 
ward consistently,  resulting  in  increased  egg  output  from  successively 
smaller  flocks.    Year-to-year  increases  in  rate  of  lay  have  been  pronounced 
in  late  summer,  fall,  and  winter.    Monthly  egg  output  through  February  1957 
is  therefore  expected  to  exceed  com-esponding  year-ago  production,  as  flock 
size  through  that  month  will  be  alauafc  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

The  582  million  potential  layers  on  farms  November  1,  1956  were  1 
percent  fewer  than  on  November  1,  1955.    This  percentage  relationship,  or 
one  close  to  it,  is  likely  to  continue  until  about  mid -year  1957,  During 
the  spring  months  of  flush  egg  production,  a  period  in  which  rates  of  lay  are 
about  the  same  every  year,  the  result  is  likely  to  be  an  egg  output  only 
barely  above  1956;  but  in  the  remainder  of  the  period, production  again  will 
exceed  1956,  though  perhaps  by  only  a  small  margin. 

After  mid-year,  the  size  of  the  laying  flock  will  depend  upon  the 
number  of  replacement  chicks  to  be  hatched  in  the  spring  of  1957.  Replace- 
ment chickens  raised  in  1957  may  fall  a  little  belov/  the  near-record  low  of 
472  million  chickens  raised  in  1956.    Prom  these  472  million  birds  raised, 
farmers  on  October  1  had  259  million  pullets.    Reflecting  progressive 
husbandry  practices,  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  year's  replacement  chiaks 
is  likely  to  be  hatched  in  February  or  earlier.    Consequently,  egg  production 
will  begin  to  rise  seasonally  earlier  than  in  most  recent  ;/ear3. 

The  effect  of  reduced  total  numbers  of  layers  late  in  1957  compared 
with  1956  will  be  about  offset  by  increases  in  rate  of  lay  per  bird  in  the 
last  5  or  6  months  of  the  year.     F^om  1951  through  1955,  year-to-year  in- 
creases for  those  months  averaged  3  percent.    A  trend  of  this  magnitude  in 
late  sumer  and  fall  rate  of  lay  probably  will  be  sufficient  to  offset  the 
likely  slight  decline  in  the  nioiaber  of  replacement  chickens  to  be  raised  in 
1957,  particularly  because  of  usual  smaller  percentage  changes  in  pullets 
saved  than  in  chickens  raised,  and  because  of  greater  retention  of  hens 
which  occurs  frequently  whan  there  are  reductions  in  the  available  number  of 
pvillets.    Afl  a  result,  in  ever:^'  month  except  possibly  liarch,  April,  and  JJay, 
production  of  eggs  in  1957  probably  will  be  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 
Oitput  in  l&iroh,  April,  and  May  may  be  about  the  same  as  in  1956, 
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With  increase  in  egg  produotion  for  the  year  as  a  -vrtiole  likely  to  ap- 
proximto  the  annual  increase  of  almost  2  percent  in  population,  per  capita 
egg  consumption  probably  will  be  essentially  unchanged  from  the  1956  level  of 
365  per  civilian.    This  would  be  about  the  same  as  in  the  3  preceding  years 
but  below  the  record  high  of  397  eggs  reached  in  1945  and  the  1947-49  average 
of  380  eggs. 

Peed  Prices ;  To  Spring 
1^57  to  Average  About 
Same  As"  'X'ear  Earlier 

Although  feed  prices  have  declined  in  recent  months,  they  remain  above 
a  year  earlier,  and  are  likely  to  continue  above  a  year  earlier  at  least 
during  the  next  few  months.    In  the  year  October  1955-September  1956,  the 
value  of  poultry  ration  was  at  its  lowest  in  November- Jemu a ry,  averaging 
$3.38  per  hundredweight  in  those  months  (table  7).    The  raid -October  value 
was  15  cents  per  hundredweight  higher  than  that  average. 

In  1956  poultry  feed  prices  rose  sharply  during  the  spring  and  held  at 
peak;  levels  during  the  summer  before  beginning  their  seasonal  decline  in 
SepteiEber.     Considering  the  level  of  feed  prices  this  October,  and  even 
allowing  for  more  steady  prices  than  prevailed  last  spring,  feed  prices 
through  mid-spring  of  1957  are  not  likely  to  average  any  lower  than  a  year 
earlier. 

Demand;    From  Consumers ,  Continued 
is^rong;  From  Storers,  Tfeak 

Ittth  incomes  and  employment  expected  to  continue  hi^,  consumer  demand 
for  eggs  and  poultry  meat  will  continue  about  the  same  as  in  recent  years. 
However,  demand  for  storage  of  eggs  next  spring  may  be  weaker  because  of 
low  profits  in  the  past  few  years. 

Storage  demand  is  especially  important  to  egg  producers  in  the  spring, 
m  the  flush  months  of  March,  April,  and  May,  egg  produotion  is  usually  con- 
siderably more  than  could  be  consumed  immediately  without  extreme  prioe  outs. 
Diversion  of  eggs  to  storage  in  shell  or  frozai  form  serves  as  a  price  sta- 
bilizer to  springtime  egg  prices.    In  many  aspects,  storage  of  eggs  is  es- 
sentially speculative.    Its  financial  success  depends  on  a  seasonal  rise  in 
egg  prices  from  the  time  when  eggs  are  stored  until  they  are  put  back  on  the 
market.    But  the  seasonal  rise  is  not  always  large  enough  to  justify  exten- 
sive storage;  in  1954  it  did  not  materialize  at  all.    And  in  1955,  the  finan- 
cial experience  of  storers  of  shell  eggs  was  favorable  only  for  investors 
who  held  their  positions  until  the  end  of  the  storage  season,  Uihedged 
storers  of  shell  eggs  have  lost  heavily  tliis  year.    Storers  of  frozen  eggs 
also  have  been  confronted  with  only  small  spring-to-fall  price  rises  in 
recent  years.    As  a  result,  because  of  low  recent  profits,  demand  for 
storage  in  1957  may  be  less  than  in  1956;  operators  will  store  as  many  eggs 
as  in  1956  only  if  they  anticipate  a  greater  seasonal  differential  in  egg 
prices  than  that  between  spring  and  fall  in  1956. 
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Egg  Prioes  in  Early  1957 
Expected  To  Be  Below  1956 

The  year  1957  is  likely  to  open  with  lower  egg  prices  than  prevailed 
in  Januarj'  and  February  1956.  Egg  prioes  in  January  and  February  1956  were 
linked  to  those  of  months  iinniediately  preceding.  During  the  closing  months 
of  1955  a  price  spurt  raised  U.  S.  average  prioes  received  by  farmers  in  mid- 
Deoember  to  the  highest  mid-nonth  level  of  the  year  (table  1).  Such  an  un- 
usual rise  in  egg  prioes  is  not  likely  to  be  repeated  in  the  remaining  weeks 
of  1956. 


Table  1.-  Eggs i    Mid-month  U.  S.  average  prices  per  dozen 
received  by  fajnaers,  1954  to  date 


i  jWeighted 
NoM:  Dec<  annual 
:  average 


Year : Jan. 


Peb, 


IJar. 


Apr. 


Hay 


June 


JulytAug. :Sept. 


Oct. 


1954 
1955 
1956 


46.3  45,7  36.7  35,0  33.1  33.0  34.5  37.4  33.8  32.4  33.9  32. 7  36.6 
32.2  39,5  3.-. 7  35.9  33.8  33.8  35.2  3y.4  43.8  42.6  43,4  47,1  38.9 
46.6  40.2  39.6    38,5  37.5    36.3  36.5  36.9    38.6  38.1 


The  peaJc  in  farmers'  egg  prices  that  was  reached  in  December  1955  was 
the  first  to  oocur  in  that  month  since  1950.    It  is  more  typical  for  the 
price  peak  to  occur  several  months  earlier  in  the  year. 

One  factor  in  the  late  peak  in  1955  was  the  operation  of  a  $1.2  mil- 
lion program  to  export  about  70,000  cases  of  eggs  to  Spain.    This  year  a 
doubled  Spanish  program  has  already  been  completed  with  the  procurement  of 
about  170,000  cases  of  eggs.    In  addition,  there  is  a  USDA  purchase  program 
that  from  late  September  through  mid-November  has  taken  over  400,000  oases  of 
medium-size  eggs.    However,  this  year  purchases  were  spread  over  a  longer 
period  of  time,  unlike  the  concentrated  short-time  program  in  1955,  and 
prices  are  not  likely  to  reach  year-ago  levels  in  the  remainder  of  1956, ^ 

The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  1957  is  expected 
to  be  a  little  less  than  the  38-cent  annual  average  price  novf  in  prospect 
for  195  6.    Prices  are  expected  to  be  lov^er  in  the  spring  of  1957  than  in  the 
same  months  of  1956.    However,  prices  in  the  summer  and  fall  are  likely  to 
be  near  1956  levels,  since  production  after  late  summer  v/ill  not  likely 
be  up  muoh  from  the  1956  record  level. 
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Broiler  Production  in  1957 
Unlikely  to  Recede  fl^am 
195fe  Recor5 

Several  factoid  in  combination  tend  to  hold  broiler  production  at  a 
high  level,  despite  disappointing  returns  from  the  enterprise  during  the 
entire  year  1956.    These  f actors--\jhich  are  involved  in  the  intricate  financdng 
and  organizational  structure  of  the  industry — vill  tend  to  hold  19^7  broiler 
production  up  to,  or  even  sH^tly  above,  the  1956  record  output.    Though  1956 
output  has  not  yet  been  officially  estimated,  recorded  placements  in  the  12 
months  ending  September  1956  "were  23  percent  above  a  year  earlier.  Production 
in  1955  was  1,1  billion  broilers,  providing  over  6U  percent  by  weight  of  the 
total  U«  S.  diicken  supply.    In  1956,  broilers  provide  69  percent  of  the  total 
chicken  supply,  but  in  1950  it  was  only  k2  percent,. 

A  continuation  of  record  volume  broiler  output  would  likely  result  in 
broiler  prices  to  fanners  in  1957  averaging  not  much  different  from  the  20,2 
cents  per  pound  U,  S,  average  for  the  first  10  months  of  1956,    The  price  in 
raid-October  1956  vas  17,6  cents  per  po\ind.    The  average  for  1955  was  25»3 
cents  per  pound. 

For  man^  years,  the  typical  means  of  producing  broilers  has  involved 
"financing,"    The  farmer  had  a  backer,  generally  a  feed  dealer  or  poultry 
processor,  ytio  used  broiler-contracting  as  a  means  of  assuring  a  large  volume 
for  his  feed-selling  or  poult ry-slau^te ring  enterprise.    Details  of  the  con- 
tractual arrangements  varied  among  individuals  and  areas,  but  in  net  effect 
financing  usually  shifted  a  good  deal  of  the  financial  risk  from  the  farmer  to 
the  backer.    The  farmer  was  protected  against  out-of-pocket  loss,  sometimes 
even  guaranteed  a  payment  regardless  of  overall  profit.    The  practice  caused 
farmers  -viio  were  financed  to  be  less  responsive  to  low  broiler  prices  than 
farmers  \*io  bear  their  own  risks.    From  the  viewpoint  of  the  contractor,  the 
opportunity  to  achieve  hi^  volume  often  made  a  nominal  "loss"  tolerable  if  it 
was  more  than  offset  by  the  markup  on  feed  and  supplies,  or  if  it  could  be 
absorbed  in  the  processing  mar^n. 

The  broiler  industry  has  been  moving  toward  an  even  more  complex 
organizational  pattern — "vertical  integration,"    The  term  is  used  to  describe 
a  situation  in  vhich  a  single  coordinated  management  performs  all  or  part  of 
the  functions  of  producing  hatdiing  eggs,  hatching  chicks,  rearing  chicks, 
mixing  and  supplying  feed,  and  slaughtering  and  distributing  poultry.    Many  of 
the  leading  firms  in  the  broiler  industry  are  integrated,  and  newly  integrated 
orgardzations  are  created  by  agreements  between  existing  non-integrated  firms 
performing  complementary  functions. 

In  integrated  firms,  some  of  the  costs  that  had  previously  been  out-of- 
pocket  costs  are  converted  to  fixed  or  overhead  costs.    Additional  inflexi- 
bilities are  introduced  by  the  cunibersomeness  of  starting  or  stopping  plant 
operations  in  order  to  accommodate  varying  volumes  of  output.    Selling  and 
distributing  in  an  integrated  organization  become  complicated  if  volume  fluc- 
tuates widely.    Because  large  organizations  try  to  develop  marketing  advanbagss 
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through  advertising  of  trade  names  and  brands,  they  naturally  seek  to  c\iltiva±e 
outlets  that  ps^  a  premium  for  their  poultry,    A  cutback  in  volume  mi^t  risk 
the  loss  of  a  carefvilly  cultivated  account  by  not  having  sufficient  chickens 
vith  vhich  to  supply  him.    It  becomes  an  objective  of  an  integrated  firm  to 
continue  supplying  its  share  of  the  market,  in  ccntrast  to  the  actions  of  the 
producer  of  ui^randed  or  undifferentiated  merchandise,  vtio  feels  that  he  can 
reaiter  the  market  at  will  without  suffering  any  cut  from  his  accustomed  com- 
petitive price. 

The  advent  of  integration  probably  induces  an  even  greater  force  than 
financing  so  far  as  continued  high  production  of  broilers  is  concerned.  Even 
thou^  broiler  prices  continue  near  "costs"  of  production,  sucii  firms  are 
likely  to  remain  in  productiOTi  to  the  limit  of  their  financial  resources, 

Nonresponsiveness  of  broiler  supply  to  price  is  not  likely  to  apply 
equaLLly  to  hi^  and  to  low  prices.    In  the  event  that  broiler  prices  rise 
significantly,  additional  supplies  are  likely  to  be  quickly  forthcoming. 
Sufficient  unused  capacity  exists  to  expand  chick  supply  rapidly.  Smaller 
space  allowances  per  chick  could  readily  increase  flock  size  in  a  given 
brooder  house.    Empty  houses  could  be  brovight  into  use,  and  even  new  houses 
built.    For  these  reasons,  broiler  production  is  likely  to  remain  practically 
at  the  point  at  viiich  increased  supplies  cause  prices  to  exceed  production 
costs  by  only  a  small  margin. 

Breeders  Intend  to  Keep  l6  Percent 
Ho re  Heavy  Turkey  Kens 

Turkey  production  in  19^7  is  likely  to  hold  at  or  above  the  19^6  record 
of  75  million  birds,    Thou^  production  of  li^t-breed  turkeys  will  probably 
follow  the  downward  trend  of  recent  years,  farmers  intend  to  keep  l6  percent 
more  heavy-breed  breeder  hens  on  January  1  than  a  year  earlier,  according  to  a 
recent  1$-State  USDA  survey.    Even  if  plans  are  tempered  considerably,  hatch- 
ings in  19^7  are  likely  to  be  up  to  or  above  19^6, 

Any  majiced  increase  in  production  would  likely  depress  19^7  prices 
below  c\irrent  levels.    In  mid-October  the  U,  S,  average  price  received  by 
fariaers  was  2^,8  cents  per  pound.    In  California,  the  Ingest  turkey-producing 
State,  early  November  prices  to  producers  in  the  San  Joaq-.u.n  Valley  were  as 
follows  with  year-earlier  prices  shovti  in  parentheses:    Heavy  toms,  23-2li§ 
cents  (26j-27)j  heavy  hens,  2^26  cents  (33). 

Unlike  broiler  production,  t\irkey  output  is  strongly  seasonal  and  pro- 
duction plans  must  be  made  farther  ahead  of  marketing  time  than  for  broilers. 
The  first  breeder  survey,  made  in  October  19^5,  showed  intentions  to  keep  13 
percent  more  heavy  tuiiceys  as  breeders  on  the  following  January  1  than  a  year 
earlier.    (See  table  18,)    The  number  actually  on  hand  the  folioing  January 
in  the  surveyed  States  showed  an  increase  of  17  percent.    Intentions  for  li^t- 
weight  turkeys  showed  an  increase  of  7  percent  a  year  ago  ^ile  the  actual 
development  in  the  1^  surveyed  States  was  a  decrease  of  11  percent.    If  farmers 
holding  heavy  breeder  turkeys  adhere  to  their  early  season  intentions  as  doaaly 
this  year  as  last  year,  19^7  turkey  prices  to  producers  will  be  below  19^  levela 
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V/hen  large  tujricey  breeding  flocks  are  carried  into  the  hatching  season, 
po\ilt  output  and  number  of  tui^cey  poults  brooded  is  usually  correspondingly 
large,    Turkey  eggs  bring  much  more  for  hatching  than  for  food.    Egg  producers 
are  therefore  often  willing  to  sell  eggs  to  hatcheiymen  at  reduced  prices, 
Hatcherymen  in  turn  frequently  make  "deals"  on  poults  to  turkey  growers.  By 
withholding  artificial  illumination  egg  producers  can  defer  a  flock's  egg  pro- 
duction, and  they  may  dispose  of  hatching-egg  flocks  before  they  have  laid 
their  last  eggsj  but  diversion  of  turkey  eggs  from  hatching  outlets  probably 
seldom  occurs.    If  increased  numbers  of  breeding  hens  materialize,  they  are 
likely  to  be  f ollowsd  by  increased  numbers  of  poults  hatched  and  turkeys 
raised. 

Despite  two  helpful  circumstances  iiiiich  assisted  in  the  marketing  of 
the  re  cord- large  19^6  crop  of  turkeys,  the  birds  sold  at  fam  prices  generally 
about  5  cents  per  pound  below  fall  prices  of  1955«    One  helpful  circvimstance 
was  the  small,  storage  carryover  from  last  year's  crop  >fcich  buoyed  prices  of 
frozen  turkeys  in  the  first  half  of  19^6,    The  other  was  the  USDA  turkey  pur- 
chase program  \4iich  began  late  in  September,    Because  storage  stocks  from  the 
19^6  crop  are  expected  to  be  unusually  large,  the  first  of  these  two  aids  is 
not  Ukely  to  hold  for  19^7. 

Further  indicators  of  the  size  of  the  19^7  turkey  crop  will  be  found  in 
monthly  reports  of  turkey  breeders  tested  for  pullorura  and  in  the  January 
report  of  farmers'  intentions  to  raise  turkeys.    From  July  1  to  October  1,  67 
percent  more  heavy-breed  turkeys  had  been  tested  than  in  the  same  months  last 
year,  and  the  same  number  of  IJL^t-breed  turkeys  as  last  year.    But  as  only 
12  percent  of  the  195^5^6  testings  had  been  made  to  October  1  last  year,  these 
early  season  reports  are  inconclusive. 

Per  capita  cmsumption  of  turkey  in  19^7  will  probably  be  record  hi^, 
exceeding  the  19^6  record  of  ^.U  poxmds  (ready-to- cook)  per  person,  -jdiich  is 
^0  percent  higher  than  the  average  for  the  ^  years  ending  with  19U0  and  1$ 
percent  above  the  years  19^1-^^, 

Fewer  light -Breed  Turkeys; 
More  Heavy-Breed  Vlhxtes 

The  report  of  fanners'  intentions  to  keep  turkey  breeders  emphasized 
the  trend  in  favor  of  vAiite-feathered,  heavy-breed  turkeys  at  the  expense  of 
li^t-breed  birds.    The  most  important  light-breed  turkey  is  the  Beltsville 
Small  liJhite,    Because  the  new  turkeys  are  >jhite-f eathered,  they  can  be  killed 
young  at  weights  competitive  with  Beltsvilles,  without  being  discounted  for 
the  presence  of  dark  pinfeathers  such  as  WDuld  be  prominent  on  Bronze  turkeys. 
In  actual  practice,  macy  of  the  viiite -feathered,  heavy-breed  hens  are 
sla-oghtered  at  light  wei^ts,  \diile  the  toms  generally  are  carried  nearly  to 
maturity  and  sold  in  a  class  with  heavy  turkeys. 

In  19^6,  the  first  year  in  >iiich  separate  estimates  are  available, 
about  25  percent  of  the  heavy-breed  turkey  hatchings  through  October  were  of 
white-feathered  types.    If  half  of  the  resulting  txirkeys  are  marketed  in 
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competition  with  other  small  turkeys,  the  number  of  small  turfceys  sold,  re- 
gardless of  breed,  will  probably  be  held  at  nearly  a  steady  level  compared 
with  last  year.    (A  table  and  statement  of  the  assumptions  entering  this  coni- 
parison  are  in  the  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation,  18^,  page  27») 

Selected  statistical  data  in  the  tabulation  below  show  the  decline  of 
popularity  for  li^t-breed  tuikeys  and  the  degree  to  which  that  decline  may 
have  been  offset  by  an  increased  proportion  of  heavy-breed  birds  suitable  far 
li^t-yeight  slaughter. 


Item  ] 

Percentage  distribution 

light-  I 
.  bread 
turkeys 

Heavy-breed  turkeys 

t               :   \Tlhite-  : 

,feathered:  ^^^^^^ 

Turkey  poults  hatched:  j 

19^  ! 

19^5  J 
19^6  (9  months)  j 
Turkeys  tested,  July-September  i 

1955  ! 

1956  i 
Breeders  on  farms,  January  1 

1956  ! 

1957  (intentions)  s 

i 

Pet.          Pet.          Pet.  Pet, 

!      30            70  — 
1      23            77  — 
1      16            8U            20  6U 

t      32           68            23  U5 
I      23            77            27  50 

!      1$           85           -  - 

t      12            88        1/  70        1/  18 
r 

1/  Derived. 


Income:    Gross  to  Rise  Sli^tly; 
Little  Change  in  Net 

Poultry  and  eg:^  are  the  third  largest  source  of  gross  farm  income, 
exceeded  only  by  meat  animals  and  by  dairy  products.    As  shovm  in  table  19, 
1955  gross  inccHne  from  poultry  and  eggs  was  $3«U  billion,  and  present  esti- 
mates for  1956  are  at  about  the  same  level.    Gross  income  includes  the  value 
of  products  consumed  cn  farms  where  produced.    Cash  income  from  sales  in  both 
1955  aaid  1956  is  estimated  at  about  $3»2  billion. 

In  1957*  both  gross  farm  income  and  cash  receipts  frcxn  poultry  and  eggs 
msy  be  up  slightly,  as  a  consequence  of  sustained  volume  of  production  for  the 
respective  products  and  probably  slightly  hi^ier  average  prices  for  broilers. 
These  will  probably  outwei^  the  effects  of  expected  lower  average  prices  for 
eggs  and  turkeys  in  1957  compared  with  1956,  with  the  following  results  for 
operators  of  the  major  poultry  enterprises: 
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P'or  producers  of  eggs,  increased  output  and  lotrered  prices 
may  approxiraately  offset  each  other  in  their  effects  on  gross 
income,  resulting  in  a  figure  siirdlar  to  the  $1.9  billion  esti- 
mated for  19^6,    The  record  of  $2,3  billion  was  reached  in  19^1 
and  again  in  19^3  • 

Turkey  growers  also  are  likely  to  find  increases  in  volume 
of  sales  about  offset  by  lower  prices,  with  resulting  Uttle 
change  in  gross  income  from  the  $350-odd  million  foreseen  for 
19^6,  TiiiLch  ties  19^2  as  a  record  high.    The  19^^  gross  income 
from  turkeys  was  $329  million. 

Broiler  growers  are  expected  to  increase  output  slightly, 
and  the  average  price  may  rise  slightly  from  the  low  level  of 
1956.    The  result  would  be  an  increase  over  19^6  in  net  income  as 
well  as  gross.    The  19^6  gross  income  will  be  about  $830  million, 
sli^tly  lo-wer  than  the  $83U  million  of  1955» 

Although  gross  cash  receipts  may  be  slightly  above  19^6,  net  income  m^ 
not  rise  correspondingly.    Because  part  of  the  anticipated  increase  in  gross 
is  due  to  prospective  production  increases,  particularly  for  turkeys  and 
broilers,  19^7  operations  will  entail  use  of  more  resources  for  production 
than  in  19^6.    These  probably  will  be  purchased  at  about  the  same  unit  prices 
as  in  19^6,  if  not  higher.    Net  income  from  poultry  and  egg  enterprises  on 
farms  in  the  coming  year  is  therefore  not  likely  to  rise  significantly  from 
the  19^  level. 
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THE  LONaER-RUN  OUTLOOK 

Despite  the  tendency  towaxd  over-production  of  many  agricultural  prod- 
ucts and  the  present  surplus  of  poultry  products,  the  poultry  industry  still 
offers  opportunity  for  resourceful  individuals . 

Innovations  have  come  fast  in  the  poiiltry  industry,  and  more  sire  likely 
to  develop.    Poultrymen  who  have  been  prompt  and  discerning  in  their  choices 
of  innovations  that  offered  economies  or  other  advantages,  or  poultrymen  in 
especially  favorable  situations,  have  made  greater  profits  than  the  industry 
as  a  whole .    The  great  number  of  such  unusual  individual  situations  misleads 
the  observer  of  averages  or  totals,  who  overlooks  the  extremes  that  occur 
within  those  averages  or  totals . 

These  overlooked  departures  from  the  statistical  norms  include  many 
favorable  experiences,  offset  by  unfavorable  ones.    Because  tides  are  not  so 
powerful  that  they  sweep  everyone  along  at  the  same  rate,  discerning  managers 
can  expect  to  achieve  a  more  favorable  experience  than  the  average,  and  there- 
by to  succeed  when  industry-wide  averages  would  seem  to  be  unfavorable. 
Certain  individuals  will  continue  to  do  well  in  poultry  and  egg  production, 
although  the  general  conditions  and  outlook  in  the  industry  may  appear  less 
than  ideal. 

Built-in  Factors 
Toward  Expansion 

Within  the  poultry  industry  itself  there  seems  to  be  a  built-in  factor 
toward  expansion  of  output.  Most  of  the  innovations  or  efficiencies  have  the 
effect  of  increasing  output. 

In  egg  production,  for  example,  a  rising  rate  of  lay  per  hen  housed  is 
the  expression  of  advances  in  management,  health  practices,  nutrition,  and 
genetics.    With  a  given  population  of  laying  chickens,  the  result  is  a  larger 
egg  production,  with  recent  increases  in  rate  of  lay  per  bird  —  by  coinci- 
dence —  about  matching  the  percentage  increases  in  the  human  population.  In 
addition,  certain  innovations  in  management  and  methods  increase  the  number 
of  birds  which  can  be  tended  by  the  poultryman,  and  the  effect  there  tends  to 
increase  average  flock  size,  a  trend  which  is  another  soiorce  of  built-in 
increases  in  egg  production. 

In  poultry  meat  production,  one  of  the  outstanding  expressions  of 
greater  efficiency  is  in  the  reduced  period  of  time  required  to  bring  a 
broiler  or  ttirkey  to  marketable  weight.    For  broilers,  this  offers  the  possi- 
bility for  four  or  five  broods  per  year  being  produced  with  facilities  that 
previously  had  sufficed  to  rear  only  3?  broods  to  an  identical  average  weight. 
For  turkeys,  it  has  stimulated  sin  interest  in  miiltiple  broods,  and  has  been 
a  factor  in  the  year-ro\ind  production  of  those  birds,  again  resulting  in  in- 
creased output.    Also,  emphasis  on  larger  and  larger  flocks,  without  corre- 
spondingly increased  labor  requirements,  tends  toward  larger  total  output 
exactly  as  is  the  case  in  egg  production. 
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Financing  and  integration,  described  eaxlier  in  this  report,  are  un- 
likely to  diminish  as  factors  affecting  poultry  meat  production,  and  are 
promoting  increased  egg  production  as  well.    These  practices  reduce  the 
limitation  that  lack  of  funds  often  imposes  on  the  scale  of  operations  for 
independent  producers  and  creates  new  production  facilities,  thereby  serving 
to  increase  both  capacity  and  output. 

Many  of  the  above  trends  can  be  summarized  as  cost-cutting  developments 
which  encourage  continued  large  production  even  in  the  face  of  declining 
prices.    But  some  of  the  innovations  go  further,  since  to  take  ful 1  advantage 
of  them  actual  1y  reqiiires  an  increase  in  scale  and  hence  in  output.    For  ex- 
ample, a  man  installing  an  automatic  feeder  may  reduce  the  time  spent  in 
feeding  and  inspecting  his  flock  by  50  percent.    But  if  the  labor  was  his  own, 
he  has  raised  his  costs  by  the  charges  for  the  equipment,  and  has  not  created 
opportunity  for  amy  compensating  increase  in  cash  income  unless  he  increases 
the  size  of  his  flock  (or  otherwise  finds  additional  productive  employment). 
Thus,  despite  the  declining  ratios  shown  on  the  cover  of  this  Situation,  and 
the  tightening  profit  margins  since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  total  output  of 
the  poultry  industry  has  continued  to  rise.    Further,  it  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue to  rise. 

Rising  Demand  Principally 
From  Population  Increase 

The  rising  demands  that  can  be  anticipated  to  balance  the  prospective 
increases  in  supply  will  come  principally  from  the  increases  in  population 
that  are  anticipated  over  the  coming  years.    The  U.  S.  population  is  expected 
to  reach  about  I79  million  in  I96O  and  210  to  220  million  in  1975,  respec- 
tively 6-|  and  25-30  percent  higher  than  the  195^  figure  of  168  million.  An 
increase  in  total  demand  almost  directly  in  proportion  to  the  change  in  the 
number  of  mouths  to  be  fed  can  be  expected  to  follow. 

An  additional,  though  probably  smaller,  increase  in  demand  can  be  ex- 
pected to  follow  from  sjiticipated  higher  average  incomes  and  standards  of 
living  among  the  American  public.    But  consumer  surveys  have  indicated  that 
middle-income  and  high-income  families  already  eat  practically  identical 
quantities  of  eggs,  sviggesting  that  the  opportunity  to  increase  consumption 
through  the  effects  of  rising  incomes  is  one  that  exists  among  only  a  rela- 
tively small  segment  of  the  population.    This  conclusion  is  probably  stronger 
for  eggs  than  for  poultry  meat. 

With  the  above  considerations  in  mind,  and  with  consideration  to 
previously-published  projections  for  the  American  agricultural  economy  as  a 
whole  for  I960  and  1975  l/,  tables  21  and  22  have  been  constructed  to  indi- 
cate a  pattern  that  might  describe  certain  aspects  of  the  poultry  economy  of 
those  years.    Table  20  compares  the  projected  per  capita  consumptions  with 
the  levels  of  previoiis  years. 


1/  Daly,  Rex  F.,  "Long-Rvin  Demand  for  Farm  Products,"  Agricultural  Economics 
Research,  VIII:3,  July  I956. 
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The  basic  assumptions  that  enter  into  the  ultimate  projections  of 
volume  of  egg  and  poultry  meat  output  are  shown  in  the  respective  tables .  A 
price  projection,  however,  is  lacking.    The  amission  of  a  price  projection  is 
on  the  principle  that,  under  properous  conditions,  the  public  will  pay  suf- 
ficiently high  prices  to  induce  the  peacetime  production  of  the  indicated  per 
capita  amoimts  of  eggs,  chicken,  and  turkey. 

Regardless  of  the  actual  level  of  aversige  prices  for  all  commodities, 
and  assuming  a  period  of  relative  stability  for  prices  generally,  a  condition 
will  eventually  result  when  production  capacity  is  built  up  to  a  point  where 
extraordinary  profits  are  ruled  out  for  the  industry  as  a  whole  except  perhaps 
for  relatively  short  periods.    This  is  especially  likely  to  be  true  in  egg  and 
poxiltry  production,  where  the  resources  for  production  cein  readily  be  as- 
sembled, at  a  price,  by  drawing  upon  the  general  economy.    If  returns  from 
poultry  production  merit  it,  the  necessary  resources  will  be  tapped  to  expand 
capacity  for  poultry  production. 


UST  OF  TABIES 

Table  Nimiber  Title  page 

1  Eggs:    ftd-Dionth  U,  S.  average  prices  per  dozen  received  I37  farmers,  195U 
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2  Annual  egg  production  on  farms,  and  rate  of  lay  per  bird,  19U0  to  date    ...  17 
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Table  2  .-  Annual  egg  production  on  farms,  and  rate 
of  lay  per  bird,  19U0  to  date 


[  Average 

I      Kgg  production  per--  , 

[  Potential 

[     monthly  ] 

,      is^«r3  , 

^    nuTiijer  ox  , 

Hen  or  i 

!    Layer  on  ; 

Year 

[    (hens  and 

[      layers  ] 

pullet  ! 

:       hand  ; 

;  egg 

pullets) 

[      on  hand  ] 

on  hand  ; 

during 

[  production 

Jan.  1 

[      during  ] 

I     Jan.  1 

;    the  year 

,    the  year 

:  ml* 

nii. 

Begs 

fig  ^3 

Mil.  cases 

19U0  ! 

393 

297 

101 

13U 

110 

19U1  ! 

391 

301 

110 

139 

llo 

1?U2  J 

3U2 

llU 

1U2 

19U3  ! 

U89 

383 

112 

1U2 

152 

19U^  : 

52U 

396 

112 

1U8 

163 

I9ap  3 

hlh 

J09 

119 

152 

150 

TO). 4. 

3b>o 

118 

156 

i9Uf 

128 

160 

19U3  ! 

1  UiO 

"3  "5  0 

332 

131 

166 

lp2 

19117  ! 

■300 

•JOT 

3^1 

lUl 

170 

1950  1/  ! 

U2U 

3U0 

139 

17U 

16U 

>  "^QQ 
!  ^77 

m5 

177 

161 

1952  y  J 

397 

320 

m6 

181 

161 

1953  V  ! 

:  373 

312 

155 

185 

161 

195U  V  i 

371 

3l2i 

159 

188 

16U 

1955  |/  : 

369 

309 

161 

192 

165 

1956  2/  : 

360 

1/  Revised. 

2/  Prelinanajy. 
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Table    U.-  Chickens  raised,  pullets  on  farms  Januaiy  1  folloving, 
and  chick  sexing,  available  data,  1930  to  date 


[  Sexed 
]  pullets 
[  bought  as  a 
[  percentage 

of  total 
chick  i 

purchases  ! 

[                   Pullets  on  farms  2/ 

Year 

1  Chickens 
[  raised 

;  y  : 

I        As  reported  i 

As  a  percentage  of 
chickens  raised 

:    Oct.  1  ;  1 

,  follovong  . 

''.  Oct.  1 ;  1 

,  f ollovang 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
193U 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1933 
1939 

19U0 

19m 

19U2 
19U3 
19iiU 
19h$ 
19U6 
19)47 
19U8 
19U9 

1950  3/ 

1951  3/ 

1952  3/ 

1953  3/ 
195U  V 

1955  V 

1956  " 


Mil. 

777 

709 
736 
750 
6Uh 
658 

715 
601 

651 
697 

63U 

7U5 

m 
1,001 
832 

890 
738 
719 
615 
705 

620 
623 
561 
5U8 
5U0 
U62 
I4/  U72 


Pet. 


20.9 
17.2 
20.3 
18.5 
22.3 
26.0 
30.0 
31.0 

32.0 
33.0 
37.0 
1;2.0 
U3.0 
U2.0 

5./  U3.0 


>tLl. 


2li0 
25U 

25U 

229 
2U2 
271 
2U8 
276 
287 

292 
328 
363 
393 
3U7 
371 
325 
326 
301 
32U 

283 
238 
259 
266 
273 
2U2 
259 


Mil. 

2hh 
230 
237 
233 
212 
226 
2U9 
215 
2ii2 
25U 

2U0 
278 
319 
350 
301 
322 
281 
278 
258 
287 

258 
261 
238 
255 
257 
238 


Pet. 


33.9 
3U.5 
33.9 
35.6 
36.8 
37.9 
Ul.3 
U2.U 
Ul.2 

U6.1 
UU.o 
I43.0 
39.3 
U1.7 
Ul.7 
UU.O 
U5.3 
U8.9 
U6.0 

U5.6 
U6.2 
U6.2 
U8.6 
50.5 
52.U 
5U.3 


Pet. 

31.  U 

32.  U 
32.2 
31.7 
32.9 
3U.3 
31;.  8 
35.3 
37.2 
36.U 

37.9 
37.3 
37.8 
35.0 
36.2 
36.2 
38.1 
38.7 
U2.0 
U0.7 

U1.6 
kl.9 
h2.h 
U6.5 
U7.6 

51.5 


V  For  farm  flock  replacement;  excluding  specialized  broilers. 

2/  Lajring  and  not  yet  laying. 

T/  Revised. 

5/  Preliminary, 

5/  Intentions  to  purchase. 
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Table    5»-  Chickens  raised  and  October  1  potential 
Isyers,  by  regions,  19^0  to  date 


Region 


Year 

:  North 
Atlantic 

I 

'  East 
North 

J   West  ' 
;    North  ' 
*  Central 

i  t 
!    South  : 
I  Atlantic  : 

ft 

South 
Central 

t 

■•  Total, 

*  Tin-!  t.i*H 

: 

I  Mil. 

tci. 

Mil. 

m.1. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

i 
1 

) 

k 
k 

1 

(a)  Chickens  raised 

19^0  1/  i 

> 

r  90.6 

119.7 

169.2 

63.8 

lio.Y 

59.7 

619.8 

19^1  1/  i 

■1-7  7? -i-  ] 

91-8 

118.6 

170.8 

65.U 

111.6 

62.7 

622-9 

19^2  y  1 

t  88.5 

107.1 

1U7.8 

63.2 

96.8 

57.6 

561.0 

1953  y  i 

'  90.1; 

106.6 

152.2 

57.5 

86.3 

5U.5 

51i7.5 

195U  y  J 

83.6 

107.2 

150.U 

57.8 

8U.3 

56.7 

539.9 

1955  ?/ 

I  77.8 

88.3 

125.6 

50.6 

67.2 

52.3 

U61.9 

1956  1/  1 

:  76.7 

90.6 

133.6 

52.0 

67.9 

51.1 

U71.9 

(b)  Potential  layers  on  farms. 

October 

1  3/ 

1950  V  t  76.3 

91.0 

138.2 

Uli.o 

79.9 

U2.7 

U72.1 

1951  y  i 

'  76.3 

90.9 

137.U 

U2.8 

75.9 

U3.7 

U66.9 

1952  1/  J 

i  73.0 

81.3 

123.8 

39.8 

69.5 

U3.1 

I430.6 

1953  V  s 

73.0 

81.9 

119.  U 

UO.2 

62.8 

U5.3 

U22.5 

195U  y  J 

I  7U.8 

81.5 

123.7 

39.1 

62.U 

U5.6 

Ii27.0 

1955  2/  5 

75.1 

79.1 

113.6 

36.8 

58.6 

U5.0 

U08.I 

1956  y  : 

.  7U.2 

80.  U 

llli.9 

38.7 

56.9 

kh.l 

U09.2 

1/  Revised. 

2/  Preliminary. 

2/  Potential  layers  are  hens,  laying  pullets,  and  pullets  not  yet  of  laying 
age. 
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Table  6       Egg-feed  price  ratio,  chickens  raised,  and  pullets  on 
farms.  United  States,  192$  to  date 


Kp^— f  eed 

ft  • 

Percentage 

of  preceding  year 

•  Pullets  i 

[  price  ratio 

:Chickens:on  farms.: 

Egg-feed 

[  Pullets 

Tear 

[  (wei^ted 

\  raised 

:January  1: 

price  ratio 

[  Chickens 

*  on  farms, 

1  average) 

rioiiowLng: 

(freighted 

\  raised 

[  January  1 

;  1/ 

average) 

1  follovdng 

^fi.l. 

I-til. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1925 

12.9 

679 

103 

1926 

13.5 

718 

105 

106 

1927 

13. h 

750 

99 

loU 

1928 

12-2 

700 

91 

93 

1929 

13.1 

751 

253 

107 

107 

1930 

\  13.8 

777 

2UU 

105 

103 

96 

1931  ! 

10.6 

230 

77 

91 

9h 

1932  : 

11.6 

736 

237 

109 

loU 

103 

1933  : 

lli.3 

750 

23  s 

123 

102 

JjOO 

193U  ! 

10.9 

6Ui 

212 

76 

86 

89 

1935  ! 

n.U 

658 

226 

102 

107 

1936       :  13.1 

715 

2U9 

11^ 

109 

110 

1937  ! 

9.U 

601 

215 

72 

8U 

86 

1938 

I  n.U 

651 

2U2 

121 

108 

113 

1939  ! 

12.6 

697 

25U 

111 

107 

105 

19U0  1 

10. U 

63U 

2U0 

83 

91 

9ii 

19U1  ! 

11.5 

71;5 

278 

111 

118 

116 

19U2  ! 

13.2 

8Uli 

319 

115 

113 

115 

19U3 

lii.7 

1,001 

350 

111 

119 

110 

19Uli  ! 

11.2 

832 

301 

76 

83 

86 

19U5  ! 

12.8 

890 

322 

llli 

107 

K)7 

19U6  J 

11.9 

738 

23] 

93 

7  ✓ 

83 

87 

19U7  ! 

11.3 

719 

278 

95 

7  y 

97 

99 

19U8  : 

9.8 

615 

258 

87 

86 

93 

19U9  : 

12.7 

705 

287 

130 

115 

111 

1950  2/  ! 

9.6 

620 

258 

76 

1  I 

OA 

yo 

1951?/  ! 

ll.U 

623 

261 

119 

101 

101 

1952  ?/  . 

9.1 

561 

238 

80 

90 

91 

1953  y 

!  11.3 

5U8 

255 

12U 

98 

107 

195U  i/ 

:  10.9 

5U0 

257 

96 

99 

101 

1955  V  ' 

!  9.7 

2/  U62 

238 

89 

86 

93 

1956  2/ 

12.1 

U72 

125 

102 

1/  'Jeights  are  as  follovvS:    Preceding  November,  1;  preceding  December,  2j 
January,  3 J  February,  U;  March,  5j  April,  3;  May,  1,    2/  Revised.    3/  Pre- 
liminary. 
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Table    7.-  Prices  of  poultry  feeds  and  ingredients  by  months, 
United  States,  195U  to  date 


Month. 

Index  of 
prices  paid 
•    by  fanners 
i     for  feed 
'(19U7-U9-100) 

1                                Per  hundredvreight 

1    Value  of  poultry 
\         ration  ]/ 

Com  2/ 

!     Soybean  meal  3/ 

:i95U!l955il956 

;  195U 

;  1955  . 

1956 

!  195U 

•  • 

;  1955  ; 

1956  . 

'  195U 

• 

;  1955 

!  1956 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Jan* 

i  97 

97 

87 

3.82 

3.80 

3.39 

2.5U 

2.50 

2.07 

U.23 

3.92 

3.09 

Feb. 

!  97 

97 

87 

3.86 

3.80 

3.U0 

2.55 

2.50 

2.11 

U.Uo 

3.80 

3.02 

Mar* 

t  99 

96 

87 

3.90 

3.76 

3.1i2 

2.57 

2.U3 

2.1ii 

11.76 

3.62 

2.90 

A.r)r.  ' 

t  100 

9$ 

88 

3.93 

3.73 

3.51 

2.59 

2.U3 

2.36 

5.3ii 

3.U9 

3.21 

:  101 

9k 

91 

3.97 

3.7U 

3.62 

2.62 

2*50 

2.i;8 

5.07 

3.21 

3.5U 

June 

i  98 

93 

90 

3.90 

3.69 

3.63 

2.66 

2*50 

2.5U 

U.92 

3.12 

3.60 

July 

t  97 

91 

90 

3.88 

3.63 

3.6U 

2.68 

2*50 

2*55 

5.21 

3.23 

3.31 

Aug* 

.  98 

89 

91 

3.90 

3.5U 

3.66 

2.73 

2.32 

2.59 

U.92 

3*25 

3.16 

Sept* 

:  98 

87 

91 

3.89 

3.U7 

3.65 

2.73 

2.21 

2.55 

3.9U 

3.5U 

2.90 

Oct. 

!  96 

87 

89 

3.80 

3.UU 

3.53 

2.59 

2.0U 

2*12 

3.80 

3.3li 

2.86 

Nov* 

!  96 

86 

3.78 

3.36 

2.U5 

1.95 

3.95 

2.99 

Dec* 

8  97 

87 

3.79 

3.38 

2*U8 

2.05 

3.98 

3.06 

Average 

;  98 

92 

3.86 

3.61 

2.60 

2.33 

U.5U 

3.38 

Price  per  hxmdredweight  k/ 


L£Qring  mash 


Scratch  grains 


Broiler  mash 


:  195U 

• 
• 

:    1955  : 
;  : 

1956 

»  195U 

• 

:    1955  t 
i  : 

1956 

I  195U 

:  1955 
i 

!  1956 

!  Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol, 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Jan* 

\  U.83 

U.77 

U*36 

U.30 

U.28 

3.93 

5.23 

5.20 

U.79 

Feb.  ! 

t  U.86 

U.76 

U.36 

U.31 

U.29 

3.93 

5.26 

5.18 

U.81 

Mar.  ! 

•  U.93 

U.7U 

U.36 

U.36 

U.28 

3.95 

5.32 

5.15 

U.81 

Apr. 

!  5.01 

U.70 

U.U2 

U*37 

U.25 

U.05 

5.U1 

5.13 

U.91 

May 

!  5.10 

U.68 

U.57 

U.38 

U.27 

u.iu 

5.51 

5.08 

5.02 

June 

!  5.00 

U.62 

U.57 

U*36 

U.2U 

U.1U 

5.39 

5.02 

5.06 

July 

•  U.97 

U.60 

U.58 

U.32 

U.21 

U.16 

5.35 

5.02 

5.08 

Avig* 

I  U.96 

U.53 

U.57 

U.32 

U.1U 

U.19 

5.39 

U.95 

5.10 

Sept*    :  U*90 

U.U5 

U.55 

U.30 

U.oU 

U.18 

5.33 

U.85 

5.05 

Oct* 

5  U.77 

U.U7 

U.U9 

U.27 

U.oi 

U.13 

5.19 

U.88 

U.97 

Nov* 

:  U.76 

U.38 

U.27 

3.9U 

5.17 

U.77 

Dec* 

:  U.75 

U.36 

U.25 

3.93 

5.18 

U.78 

Average 

:  U.90 

U.59 

U.32 

U*l6 

5.31 

5.00 

2/  Ptirdiased  feeds  at  prices  paid  by  farmers j  homegrown  feeds  valued  act  current 
prices  received  by  farmers* 

2/  Average  price  received  by  farmers* 

V  UU  percent  protein,  average  wholesale  price  per  hundredwsi^t,  bagged, at  Chicago* 
U/  Average  price  paid  by  farmers. 
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Table  8.-  Annvial  product -feed  price  ratios  for  poultry  enterprises,  and 
returns  above  feed  costs  in  egg  production,  available  data,  19^0  to  date 


(including  data  for  cover  chart) 


Year 

Egg-feed 
price 
ratio. 
United 
States 
1/ 

[  Broiler-feed 

:  United 
States  * 

price  ratio 

Salisbury, 
'  Mar>'land 

2/ 

[  price 
[  ratio, 
'  United 
[  States 

;  Retvirns 
;      from  egg 
•  'Droduction 
;    above  feed 
I  costs,  United 
!    States  3/ 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Dollars 

I9I+O  ; 

11.5 

n.a. 

8.4 

63 

1941  ! 

13.5 

n.a. 

9.2 

127 

1942  : 

l4.2 

n.a. 

6.7 

9.8 

176 

1943  : 

14.5 

n.a. 

8.0 

11.1 

225 

1944  : 

11.5 

n.a. 

7.1 

10.8 

151 

1945  ! 

13.4 

n.a. 

7.6 

11.5 

236 

1946  ! 

11.3 

n.a. 

7.0 

9.7 

196 

IQl+T 
I 

11.1 

6.2 

6.0 

7.7 
1  •  1 

249 

1948  : 

11.4 

6.5 

6.3 

9.8 

279 

1949  : 

13.2 

5.8 

5.8 

11.0 

340 

5  6 

5.4 

8.8 

4/208 

1951 

12.0 

5.3 

5.1 

✓  •  • 

8.9 

V349 

1952 

10.0 

5.1 

5.2 

8.0 

¥/249 

'  /  ^  y 

1953 

•*^y  y  ^ 

12.3 

5.2 

5.1 

8.6 

4/388 

1954 

9.4 

4.3 

4.4 

7.9 

5/224 

1955 

:  10.8 

5.0 

5.4 

8.3 

295 

Jan. -Oct. 

1953 

:  12.1 

5.2 

5/5.2 

8.^ 

4/329 

1954 

:  9.5 

4.4 

5/4.4 

7.9 

yi99 

1955 

:  10.3 

5.2 

5/5.6 

8.1 

5/234 

1956 

:  11.0 

4.1 

5/4.3 

8.4 

268 

1/  Simple  average. 

2/  From  1942  throxjgh  1948,  ratios  were  based  on  price  of  broilers  and  price 
of  feed  on  1st  day  of  month;  1949  to  date  on  weekly  basis. 

3/  Per  hundred  layers,  assuming  U.  S.  average  feed  costs,  egg  prices,  and 
rates  of  lay. 

4/  Revised. 

5/  Weekly  average,  44  weeks. 

*    This  series  begins  in  1947* 
n.a.  -  Not  available. 
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Table  10,-  Bggs,  chicken,    turkey,  and  red  meats:    Civilian  per 
capita  consumption,  19U0  to  date 


!  Red 

meats 

.  carcass 

Chicken 

Tui^ey 

—  ^ 

i     weieht  equivalent 

:  Approx-! 

•  i 

•  i 

« 

, Ready - 

:    imate  : 

! 

tPork, ! 

Year 

tEggs: 

New 

percent 

,    New  , 

.Ready- 

:Beef 

:  ex-  ! 

'  Lamb 

[  York 

.  to- 

i  broiler! 

,    York  . 

J  to- 

^Total 

:and 

: clud- ! 

and 

.dressed 

.  cook 

i  meat  is! 

.dressed. 

.  cook  , 

tveal 

s  ing  . 

imuttcm 

.  basis 

, basis 

iof  total! 

basis 

.basis  , 

• 

* 

:lard  ! 

» chickens 

1 

t 

• 

• 
• 

U>, 

Lb. 

Pet. 

Lb. 

Up. 

Lb. 

lb. 

19liO 

\  3Ui 

18.5 

13.9 

li^ 

3.5 

2.9 

lUo.U 

61.5 

72.I4 

6.5 

19U1 

:  307 

20.3 

-Lp.  ^ 

1  ft 

xO 

0  0 
'-•7 

1  111  A 

o(  .4 

A  7 

0.  ( 

19U2 

t  311i 

23.2 

17. U 

18 

3.6 

3.0 

138.U 

68,5 

62.8 

7.1 

T  oil's 

!  JU'i 

22.7 

18 

3.3 

2.7 

lUli.9 

60,6 

77.9 

6,U 

19hh 

:  350 

26.3 

20.1 

19 

3.2 

2,7 

152.2 

67.1 

78.5 

6.6 

19U5  ! 

•  397 

23.5 

21.3 

23 

U.2 

3.U 

II43.2 

70.3 

65.7 

7.2 

19U6  i 

1  37I4 

25.5 

19.1 

21 

U.5 

3.7 

152.1 

70.6 

7U.9 

6.6 

19U7 

:  378 

23.1 

17.9 

2U 

U.2 

3.5 

153.1 

79.3 

68.6 

5.2 

19U8  ! 

I  38U 

22,9 

18.1 

30 

3.6 

3.0 

1U3.5 

71.7 

66.8 

5.0 

19U9  1 

•  378 

2U.9 

19. U 

36 

li.O 

3.2 

lii2.7 

71.3 

66.3 

U.l 

1950  1/  . 

\  33U 

26.0 

20.3 

U2 

U.8 

U.o 

1U2.6 

70.5 

68,2 

3.9 

1951  1/  ! 

337 

27.7 

21,14 

U8 

5.3 

h.h 

136.1 

61.8 

70.9 

3.U 

1952  y  : 

385 

23,0 

21.3 

53 

5.6 

U.6 

lUli.o 

68.5 

71.1; 

li.l 

1953  1/  ; 

37U 

28.0 

21.6 

56 

5.6 

U.7 

153.1 

85.9 

62.6 

U.6 

195U  1/  • 

!  371 

22,5 

60 

5.2 

152.6 

88.9 

59.2 

U.5 

1955  y  : 

366 

20.9 

6U 

5.0 

160.7 

90.2 

65.9 

U.6 

1956  f/  ! 

•  365 

23. U 

69 

5.U 

163.5 

92.8 

66.3 

U.U 

1957  y 

f  363 

2U.6 

70 

5.2 

157 

89.5 

63 

U.2 

V  Revised, 

2/  Preliminary. 

5/  Based  on  October  indications. 
H/  Sstimated. 
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Table  13.-  First-of-r.onth  storage  stocks  of  shell  and 
frozen  eggs,  19^0  to  date 


X  ear 

^    J  cLTl* 

*  Voh 
^  r  tsu  • 

*  Mat*  - 

^    i  icu.  • 
• 

Mav  * 

June 

*  Julv 

'Seot. 

|0ct. 

*Nov. 

*Dec. 

•  J-^-^i' 

Mil. 

Fi-l. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mj-1. 

Ml. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

I-Ll. 

(a) 

Sneii 

eggs. 

cases 

i/ 

1950 

>  0.1 

n  7 
U.  f 

^,  JL 

^.^ 

2  ^ 

1951 

:  1/ 

.1 

.2 

0.3 

1.0 

2.1 

2.U 

2.3 

1.6 

1.0 

.5 

0.2 

1952 

:  71 

.2 

.9 

1.6 

2.2 

3.2 

3.^ 

2.7 

2.2 

1.7 

1.0 

.u 

1953 

:  .2 

.1 

.2 

.14 

0.8 

l.U 

1.5 

1.2 

0.8 

0.5 

.3 

.1 

195U 

:  .1 

.1 

i.U 

.U 

.7 

1.3 

1.6 

l.U 

1.0 

.8 

.6 

.3 

1955    >  .2 

.2 

.3 

.5 

1.2 

2.1 

2.3 

2.2 

1.7 

1.1 

.8 

.3 

1956 

!  .1 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.6 

1.2 

1.5 

1.3 

1.0 

.7 

(b) 

Frozen 

egg. 

pounds 

76 

1950  i 

5U 

55 

73 

117 

155 

180 

188 

175 

155 

133 

lOU 

1951  : 

U7 

31 

33 

62 

109 

163 

190 

191 

176 

151 

122 

95 

1952    :  67 

53 

61 

8U 

111 

1U6 

166 

163 

lUU 

12U 

95 

72 

1953  : 

50 

35 

U2 

65 

99 

132 

l6o 

153 

133 

IK) 

87 

61 

1951i  : 

U2 

38 

U2 

92 

136 

167 

186 

181 

161 

139 

118 

95 

1955  ! 

75 

66 

63 

8U 

126 

171 

19U 

195 

180 

155 

128 

101 

1956  : 

7U 

51 

U2 

61 

95 

lUO 

172 

177 

168 

152 

(c) 

Frozen  egg. 

case 

equivalent  2/ 

1950  ! 

l.U 

1.5 

2.0 

3.1 

U.i 

U.8 

5.0 

U.7 

U.1 

3.5 

2.8 

2.0 

1951  ! 

1.2 

0.8 

0.8 

1.6 

2.8 

U.2 

U.9 

5.0 

U.6 

3.9 

3.2 

2.5 

1952  ! 

1.7 

l.U 

1.6 

2.2 

2.9 

3.8 

U.3 

U.2 

3.7 

3.2 

2.5 

1.9 

1953  ! 

1.3 

.9 

1.1 

1.7 

2.6 

3.U 

U.i 

U.o 

3.5 

2.9 

2.3 

1.6 

195U 

1.1 

1.0 

1.1 

2.U 

3.5 

U.3 

U.8 

U.7 

U.2 

3.6 

3.1 

2.5 

1955  ! 

1.9 

1.7 

1.6 

2.2 

3.3 

u.u 

5.0 

5.1 

U.7 

U.O 

3.3 

2.6 

1956  ! 

1.9 

1.3 

1.1 

1.6 

2.5 

3.6 

U.5 

U.6 

U.U 

3.9 

(d)  Shell  and  frozen  combined,  case  equivalent 


1950 

'  1.5 

1.8 

2.7 

U.U 

6.3 

8.2 

8.7 

7.8 

6.7 

5.1 

3.3 

2.1 

1951  ! 

1.3 

0.9 

1.0 

1.9 

3.8 

6.3 

7.U 

7.2 

6.2 

U.9 

3.7 

2.7 

1952 

i  1.9 

1.6 

2.5 

3.8 

5.1 

7.0 

7.7 

7.0 

5.9 

U.9 

3.5 

2.2 

1953  ! 

1.5 

1.0 

l.U 

2.1 

3.U 

U.9 

5.7 

5.2 

U.3 

3.3 

2.5 

1.7 

195U  ! 

1.2 

1.1 

lo2 

2.8 

U.3 

5.7 

6.5 

6.1 

5.2 

U.U 

3.7 

2.8 

1955  i 

2.1 

2.0 

1.9 

2.7 

U.5 

6.5 

7.3 

7.3 

6.U 

5.2 

U.I 

3.0 

1956  ! 

2.0 

1,6 

l.U 

1.9 

3.1 

U.8 

5.9 

5.9 

5.U 

U.7 

(e)  Egg  solids  (dried  egg),  pounds  2/ 

3/ 

1950 

\  70.2 

76.3 

77.2 

79.8 

79.9 

80.2 

93.0 

103TU 

109.2  111.5  108.6  99.2 

1951  ! 

96.1 

90.5 

81.1 

7U.5 

58.9 

51.U 

U6.2 

37.0 

30.U 

25.2 

22.1 

19.1 

1952  • 

!  17.7 

17.0 

15.6 

lU.B 

IU.2 

11.3 

10.6 

9.U 

7.8 

6.U 

5.1 

U.3 

1953 

:  U.O 

3.U 

3.2 

3.3 

3.2 

3.5 

3.7 

U.O 

3.9 

2.7 

2.0 

l.U 

195U  ! 

1.2 

1.1 

1.3 

1.6 

2.3 

3.2 

3.9 

U.O 

3.6 

3.0 

2.6 

2.1 

1955  ! 

1.9 

1.5 

1.5 

1.9 

2.5 

3.2 

U.7 

6.3 

6.U 

5.8 

5.1 

U.3 

1956  • 

!  3.9 

3.1 

2.8 

2.8 

3.U 

U.6 

5.U 

5.7 

5.8 

5.2 

1/  Less  than  0.5  million  cases. 

2j  One  case  of  eggs  is  equivalent  to  38^  pounds  of  mijced  vhole  frozen  egg,  or  10.2 
pounds  of  egg  solids. 

3/  Large  stocks  in  early  years  of  this  series  reflect  USDA  inventories. 
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Table  lU.-  Monthly  range  of  daily  closing  prices  of  egg  future  contracts 
on  the  Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange,  19^3-^^ 
contracts,  and  19^6  contracts  to  date 


rVcSlgxr    Ui.    U.ciXX^  ! 

Contracts  by  delivery  month  in  which  contract  is  deliverable  1/ 

September  * 

October 

*  November 

*  December 

*  Janxxaiy 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

tL)  •  05  U>  •  J  ? 

US. 90-53. 60 

lili  on_tT  in 
UU.yu-^i.pu 

7r»  li7  Aci 
UJ. rU-Ui .op 

lip  in_)ili  PC 
LIZ  .i-U— iUi.^-p 

fill  I'^-Ul.^o" 

111   Rc^-liT  ocf 

111   r\tL  li"!  rtti 

on  7C  111  lin 

Ii9  in_)r7  nC 

lin  1  C_liP  PC 

I, I,  po— )iA  7n 

U,  20-I16  t^t? 

)•!  7C_li7  Arm 

)iA  Tn-.)i7  <c; 

UO  •  it/— ti  (  •  ?  ? 

70-.)i7 
.  1 Ul  . JP 

An-H  1  • 
ik^X  X  J.  • 

l.n  )'0-)i2  P< 

P7.  f  p-4-L.i.p 

nag  • 

liO  Aa_)-9  to 

1,0  0^-)il  1^ 

li^-'.'-'P     lii.  1  P 

p  7  .  pu— UU  .  CVJ 

.TlTTlA  • 

Pi  .7P— LM-.pw 

77  TA—lin  PC 
p  f  .pU-UU.<:p 

u  U.  Xgf  2 

7 8  00-)i2  80 

07   l,r\_l,P  oi^ 
p  f  .i;0-U^.p;> 

p  ( .l^-U-L.pO 

J           J  u  • 

pt.  .  iw^p- po.  7P 

•JO  on  c^r> 
p<:.yU-p0.pU 

PP.<:p-J  (  .pOB 

97  fV>4-'^n  00 

C\J**^  i.  ^jp 

on  oH  TO  liti 

pR  Pn  T3  r>n 

OR  On  01  Cn 

PC^    '3A    PR  \tl\ 

OC  OA  on  on 

OC    An   OA  oC 

<:!?.yO-i:9.<Jp 

J i •mj-j7« w 

r-37  )tc;_'5P  1,01 

p  1  .i+p— Pu.ul; 

ocf  Ac^  00  Ar\ 

oA  On  on  Acf 

oA  OA  oQ  l.C 

L/q  CQJIiPcx  t 

■jA  "in-lP  7< 

pu.pij— pu.  (  p 

■Jd  liC^  07  Tn 

OC  1 C  07  Rn 

ju»\^u— uj  •  up 

p  u  ♦  \.Ay— i4P  .  p 

P7  CC  "Jl  ftC 
<^  1  .pp-J-L.Op 

U2-65-k7.'i0 

A^X  XX  2 

lil.8o-Uli.95 

111  e'er.),!,  ftn 

1,0  20-)i2  7^? 

)iO*70-.Ji2.O0 

(Xv«  f  w™i4>x>  %  /  \j 

111  c;n_li'^  2C 

UX.  pU— LO.cp 

Jux^  • 

J  if)  9n-)i2.6^ 

Ul.55-U3.35 

)i2  Cn-)i)i  in 

),p  |,n_l,),  ),n 

■xC  2"^-lil  9^^ 

36-10-li2.70 

■?7  ncf_iiT  cti 

■^R  in  111  71^ 
po. i(j-i4J.  f  i> 

lA  RC  liO  OC 

All  CTl  Qt".  • 

■^7.1'^-liO-li'i 

■JR  "ixL  hp  "Jcf 

oR  cfn  1.0  cfn 

0  R    OA    1 .  T     A  A 

p0.pO-l4-L.OO 

^ATtt"  P7TlV*AT*  • 

Tft.'^O-lil.'^fi- 
J  u  •  J  w— J 

38.65-U2.U5 

py  •  cp-up.ij.'-' 

■50  on  111  RC 
p7.7U-Up.Otj 

"iR  Cn  liP  OC 

OftoHer*  • 

'  U0.20-U3.10B 

^31.10-37.65- 

I   "iy.pp— P7.xp 

In  Kn  hn  nC 
pU.UU— UU.Up 

on  PC  oR  Cn 

)in  I'D-).?  o< 

rUo.25-U3.oo"" 

<:o.oi»-jp.  r;? 

OA  Ptf   TO  oC 

On  On  0*7  on 

U2.55-U6.70 

U2.B5-U6.25 

Kn  Cn  l,cf  AC 

OR  nC  l.A  CC 

U3.i5-U6.2o 

U2.80-U6.05 

liO  On  liA  l.C 

U3.15-UU.85 

U2.65-UU.65 

March  : 

U2.15-UU.50 

Ul.75-Ui.25 

April  : 

U2.65-UU.35 

U2.l5-U3.90 

U±.pO-Z4w3.0p 

Marr  • 
Tva^  « 

Ui.70-U5.oo 

Ul.70-UU.65 

Ui.Uo-UU.i5 

Uo.95-U3.75 

Jxme  : 

38.25-U2.60 

38.05-U2.70 

38.o5-U2.65 

38.05-U2.65 

July  t 

37.35-U0.6o 

37.U5-Uo.8o 

37.Uo-Uo.8o 

37.U5-Uo.75 

38.05-39.95 

August  ; 

30.20-35.60 

31. 00-36. Uo 

31.65-36.U5 

32.05-36.30 

32.10-35.80 

Septenfcer  : 

L  31.95-36.55- 

32.65-37.05 

33.10-37.15 

33.U5-36.55 

32.80-35.65 

October  : 

r  38.60-39.50-1 

30.55-3U.U5, 

31.30-35.25 

32.15-35.30 

32.i5-3U.6O 

Novei±>er  2/  ; 

38.U0 

38.30 

29.25 

29.90 

30.15 

1/  Gaps  between  brackets,  or  in  series  of  numbers,  denote  change  in  year  of  contract, 
2/  Closing  price  as  of  November   8,  1956. 
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Table  l8.-  Turkeys  for  breeding;    Farmers'  intentions  toward 
Januau^r  1  numbers,  and  actual  numbers,  1956  and  1957 


State 

Breeders 
on 
hand, 
Jan.  1, 

1^55  ; 

,  Faurmers'  ] 
[  inten- 
tions for  . 
Jan.  1, 

1956  1/ 

Breeders  on  hand, 
January  1,  1956 

Farmers'  intentions  for 
January  1,  1957  l/ 

As  re-  , 

ported 

Percent 
of  year 
earlier  : 

.  light 
[  breeds 

Heavy  breeds 

Heavy  ■ 
•    vdiite  ' 

Bronze 

and 
other 
'  heavy 

X       Thou.  Pet.  Thou.  Pet.  Pet.  Pet.  Pet. 


: 


(a)  light  breeds 


N.  T. 

1 

100 

1 

100 

150 

Pa. 

!  19 

loU 

9 

U7 

96 

Ohio 

!  39 

117 

Uo 

103 

100 

>Iich. 

!  8 

U5 

U 

50 

100 

Wis. 

7 

9U 

6 

86 

100 

Minn, 

:  50 

130 

6$ 

330 

80 

Iowa 

!  h 

80 

U 

100 

175 

Ho. 

U3 

9U 

38 

88 

70 

Va, 

98 

9U 

98 

100 

85 

S.  C. 

12 

65 

U 

33 

85 

Okla-  J 

6 

133 

7 

U7 

85 

Tex. 

!  5U 

130 

35 

65 

155 

Wash. 

10 

60 

6 

60 

71 

Oreg. 

23 

91 

17 

7U 

102 

Calif.  1 

uu 

lOU 

38 

86 

uo 

Total  : 

U18 

107 

372 

89 

97 

t 


N.  Y. 

i  U6 

100 

Heavy  breeds 

97 

110 

Pa, 

!  U9 

100 

5U 

no 

116 

107 

Ohio 

t  100 

107 

116 

116 

117 

109 

Mich. 

65 

87 

62 

95 

75 

100 

Wis. 

U9 

116 

56 

nu 

113 

U7 

Minn.  j 

205 

116 

238 

n6 

110 

12U 

Iowa  ; 

86 

113 

96 

112 

m7 

150 

Ko, 

!  122 

105 

Ikh 

118 

103 

120 

Va, 

!  57 

106 

60 

105 

150 

110 

S.  C. 

:  59 

K)5 

63 

1X)7 

100 

90 

Okla. 

!  Uh 

115 

U5 

102 

120 

115 

Tex. 

I  22U 

131 

260 

116 

150 

125 

Wash, 

67 

105 

72 

107 

77 

93 

Oreg.  ! 

187 

107 

21U 

llU 

115 

Calif,  ! 

596 

IIU 

653 

110 

115 

Total 

1,356 

113 

2,l6U 

U7 

120 

115 

1/  FaTiTiers'  October  intentions  to  hold  turkey  breedere  at  beginning  of  following 
year  as  a  percentage  of  holdings  of  year  before, 

2/  Not  shown  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations. 
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Table  20.-  Per  capita  civilian  consun^tion  of  eggs,  chiclcan, 
and  turkey,  1935  to  date,  with  projections 
for  1957,  i960,  and  1975 


• 
• 

t 

Poultrj  meat. 

t 

ready-to-cook  basis 

Year  : 

« 
• 

Chicken  \ 

:       Percent  ! 

Turicey 

•  ^  ^rtm  < 

•  X  X^vJul  * 

J  Total 

• 
• 

TTrr  ire 

iJJ» 

r  Cu  . 

liO. 

lo'^ti  • 

1?  9 

1  7 

i.7jO  I 

?R< 

£Op 

2  2 

■1.7  J  f  1 

1"^  )i 

Q 

0 

2  2 

TQ'^A  • 

12  < 

2  2 

i-7j7  \ 

JU7 

11 

2.i* 

■KP  •  7 

i)i 

2  9 
.  7 

19U1  J 

307 

15.2 

2  9 

19U2  1 

31ii 

17.U 

IR 

•1-7UJ  1 

2?  7 

IR 
xu 

2  7 

19)1)1  • 

20  1 

19 

2  7 

19). < 

■^97 

21 

)i 

lQ)i6  » 

i.7Uw  S 

■^7)i 

19  1 

i7  •  i 

bX 

7 

■^78 

17  9 
■Li  •  7 

2U 

3.5 

l9)iR  » 

IR  1 

30 

3.0 

19)i9  • 

■^7R 

19  )i 
•L7  •  i+ 

^0 

1950  s 

m 

20.3 

U2 

U.o 

■i.7pi  S 

1*8 

U.U 

385 

21.8 

53 

U.6 

1953  : 

37U 

21.6 

56 

U.7 

195U  1 

371 

22.5 

60 

5.2 

1955  t 

366 

20.9 

6U 

5.0 

1956  : 

365 

23. U 

69 

5.U 

1957  : 

363 

2U.6 

70 

5.8 

i960  V  X 

380 

26.- 

6.0 

1975  V  X 

Uoo 

29.- 

6.5 

 t  

^  In  view  of  indications  regarding  the  1956  and  1957  turkey  and  broiler 
crops  and  the  prices  at  iiiiidi  current  output  "is  clearing  the  market,  the  tur- 
key and  chicken  entries  have  been  raised  from  those  indicated  for  i960  and 
1975  in  Daly,  op,  cit.    Also,  the  1975  Qgg  a«d  diicken  figures  havo  been 
romded  from  tSose  used  \ij  Daly. 
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Table  21.-  E^sx    Projections  of  production,  consumption,  and  related 
factors,  i960  and  1975,  compared  with  recent  years 


Item 

,  Unit 

1  ^9^^  1 

• 
• 

• 
• 

1950  J 

1955  j 

• 

1954  : 
partly: 

i960, ; 

pro-  ', 

1975, 
pro- 

< 

t  ; 

: 

ft 
• 

■mated  x^^cted, 

k                     •  « 

jected 

Population,  civilian  and 

military  j 

I  MLl. 

5  HiO 

152 

165 

168 

179 

215 

Civilian  per  capita  con-  ; 

sumption 

i  Sggs 

t  397 

38U 

366 

365 

380 

Uoo 

Total  consun^jtion,  includ-j 

ing  military       '  j 

:ML1.  doz.! 

\  U,912 

U,9U6 

5,108 

5,177 

5,700 

7,200 

Requirements  for  hatching  < 

sMil.  doz. 

!  229 

200 

228 

260 

285 

3U0 

Net  exports  and  estimated  j 

» 

shipments 

sMil.  doz. , 

i  15 

10 

63 

63 

85 

85 

Total  production  (through  :  t 

1956)  or  production  re-  : 

quirement  (i960,  1975)1/! 

iHil.  doz.: 

\  5,15U 

5,UoU 

5,U03 

5,500 

6,070 

7,625 

Total  production  as  a  per-j 

k 

cent  of  production  on     x  ! 

farms  i 

t  Pet. 

't  110 

no 

109 

108 

105 

105 

Production  on  farms  < 

[Mil.  doz.' 

t  U,685 

U,913 

U,957 

5,081 

5,780 

7,250 

Annual  egg  production  per  ; 

hen  and  pullet  on  hand  : 

t 

at  beginning  of  year  j 

1  Kggs 

5  119 

139 

161 

170 

180 

200 

Hens  and  pullets  on  farms, x  ; 

Jan.  1  : 

1  mi. 

r  U7U 

U2U 

369 

360 

385 

U35 

Proportion  of  pullets  in  s 

\  6h 

66 

Jan.  1  flock  j 

t  Pet. 

68 

70 

70 

70 

Nvimber  of  pullets  in  j 

Jan.  1  flock 

i    Mil.  ! 

'i  301 

287 

257 

238 

270 

300 

Number  of  chickens  raised  ; 

to  yield  required  number; 

U62 

of  pullets  ' 

t    Mil.      :  832 

705 

5Uo 

U90 

500 

Supply  of  byproduct  j 

k 
t 

chicken  meat;  : 

k  < 

» 
■ 

Sales  plus  home  con-  j 

J 

t 

sumption  of  farm  : 

■Mil.  lb,  J 

chickens  j 

i    live  I 

\  3,285 

2,U2li 

1,672 

1,739 

1,820 

1,800 

Per  dozen  eggs  3 

t  : 

produced 

1 

{    lb.       :  .70 

1  s 

.U9 

.3U 

.3U 

.30 

.25 

1/  Throu^  1956,  total  may  not  correspond  with  sum  of  components  because  of 
stock  changes. 
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Table  22.-  Poultry  meat:    Projectioois  of  production,  consumption, 
and  related  factors,  i960  and  1975>  compared  with  recent  years 


4 

Item 

1  i 
I  i 

[  Unit 

;  19U5  ; 

1950 ; 

I960,;  1975, 
1955  .  esti-:  P^°-  :  P^°- 
:mated  Jectedjected 

i 

t  ) 

\       (a)  Chickens,  including  broilers 

Population,  civilian 

and  military 

'i       Mil.  i 

'  lliO 

152 

165 

168 

179 

215 

Civilian  per  capita 

t       lb.  ! 

consumption 

!      r-t-c  J 

t  21.3 

20.3 

20.9 

23. li  2/26.- 

2/29.- 

Domestic  ccMisumption,  j 

t    hfi.1.  lb.  ! 

including  military 

!  r-t-c 

I  3,123 

3,162 

3,52U 

U,000 

U,700 

6,250 

Net  exports  and  esti- 

:   Mil.  lb. 

mated  shipments  j 

r-t-c  ! 

I  -10 

10 

53 

70 

70 

Consumption  plus  net 

!     ffl-l.   lb.  ! 

3,569 

exports  and  shipments 

5  r-t-c 

i  3,U3 

3,172 

U,o55 

U,770 

6,320 

Do.  ! 

i  ie.1.  lb. 

tlLve,  equiv. ' 

\  U,5U7 

14,608 

5,152 

5,8U6 

6,800 

9,030 

Supply  provided  byt 

:  Hve 

\  3,285 

2,U2U 

1,672 

1,739 

1, 320 

1,800 

Backyard  chickens 

i  do. 

!  328 

2U2 

150 

139 

90 

90 

Balance,  to  be  pro-  ; 

vided  by  broilars 

i  do. 

\  1,107 

1,9U5 

3,309 

U,o63 

ii,890 

7,1U0 

Number  of  broilers  j 

raised  i 

i  Mil.  head 

't  366 

631 

1,078 

1,325 

1,630 

2,380 

• 
• 

(b)  Turkeys 

Civilian  per  caoita  j 

lb.  s 

2/6.0 

consumption                :      r-t-c  i 

t  3.U 

U.0 

5.0 

5.U 

2/6.5 

Domestic  consumption,  : 

Mil.  lb.  ! 

incLiding  military  j 

r-t-c  : 

U9U 

632 

810 

936 

1,075 

1,1;00 

Net  exports  • 

do.  : 

-h 

10 

10 

Consumption  plus  net  ; 

Mil.  lb.  ! 

exports  ! 

.  r-t-c 

'i  U90 

632 

8I43 

936 

1,085 

i,Uio 

Do.  ' 

i    Mil.  lb.  ! 

[live,  equiv. 

\  653 

8U3 

1,12U 

1,2U8 

1,360 

1,765 

Turkeys  raised  j 

'  Mil.  head 

!  U2.9 

hh.k 

65.6 

76.3 

85.- 

109.- 

Average  wei^t  per  head; 

lb. 

t  17.U 

18.6 

16.7 

16.7 

16.5 

16.5 

Live  weight  of  turkeys 

raised  ! 

!    Mil.  lb,  < 

'i  7U6 

826 

1,095 

1,275 

i,Uoo 

1,800 

live  weight  of  turkeys  j 

1,360 

1,765 

slaughtered 

i    m.U  1h,    :  727 

820 

1,091 

1,269 

1/  Supply  may  differ  from  consumption  plus  exports  because  of  stock  changes. 

£/  See  footnote  to  table 

r-t-c  ■  ready-to-cook  (eviscerated)  basis. 
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NOTICE 

If  you  no  longer  need  this  

publication,  check  here  /  / 
return  this  sheet,  and  your  name 
will  be  dropped  from  the  mailing 
list. 

If  your  address  shoxild  be  changed, 

write  the  new  address  on  this 

sheet  and  retum  the  whole  sheet  to: 

Administrative  Services  Division  (ML) 
Agricult\iral  Marketing  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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